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Tempe firefighter 
pioneers Spanish CPR 
classes for residents 
Combining his skills in language and saving lives, 
Tempe Firefighter Alex Gutierrez has been bring-
ing CPR and first aid training to Spanish-speaking 
residents for more than two years. He and fellow 
Tempe Firefighter Lorenzo Vizcarra teach the classes 
by request.

The American Safety and Health Institute, an associa-
tion of professional safety and health educators, sup-
plies the materials needed. Interested residents call 

a special hotline to request a four-hour CPR course and a two-hour first aid course. The 
sessions are held at the Tempe Fire Training Center, 1340 E. University Drive. To request 
cost information or to book CPR/first aid training, call 480-858-7298. 

Child’s sign urges motorists to 
slow down   
After a fatal auto accident at the intersection of Rural and Carver roads in 2005, students 
at Waggoner Elementary and Kyrene middle schools wanted to help spread the word 
about traffic safety.  

A contest was held to develop slogans for traffic safety signs. Three signs were selected 
and will be posted at the intersection for four months each. The first place winner is 
Cody Gonzales, a first grader at Waggoner Elementary School. Cody’s slogan, “Give Kids 
a Brake – Slow Down,” which was made into a sign, just finished being displayed at the 
intersection. Cody was presented with his sign, autographed by the Mayor and City Coun-
cilmembers, at a June 1 City Council meeting. 

Use caution in 
summer heat
 
Summer heat brings heat-related 
illnesses, such as heat stroke or 
exhaustion. To avoid these illnesses, 
drink plenty of fluids, wear appropriate 
clothing and sunscreen, pace yourself, 
stay cool indoors, schedule outdoor 
activities carefully, use a buddy sys-
tem and monitor those at high risk.

Signs of heat stroke include an 
extremely high body temperature, 
red, hot and dry skin (no sweating), a 
rapid, strong pulse, throbbing head-
ache, dizziness and nausea. If you see 
someone with these symptoms, get 
the victim to a shady area, cool the 
victim immediately and call 911.

Signs of heat exhaustion include 
heavy sweating, paleness, muscle 
cramps, tiredness, weakness, dizzi-
ness, headache, nausea or vomiting, 
fainting, cool and moist skin, fast and 
weak pulse, and fast, shallow breath-
ing. If you see someone with these 
symptoms, cool the victim immediate-
ly, and if the case is severe, call 911.

Firefighter Alex Gutierrez

Mayor Hallman and Cody Gonzales, with Cody’s winning sign



Pedestrians must be 
mindful while on streets 
and sidewalks
Pedestrians – whether on foot or in wheelchairs – need 
to follow safety precautions as they enjoy getting around 
in Tempe: 

 •Always use the sidewalk. If there is no side  
  walk and you must use the roadway, proceed  
  by facing oncoming traffic. 

 •Dress to be seen. Wearing bright or light-  
  colored clothing helps drivers see you. 
  Reflective clothing is best. 

 •Cross streets only at marked crosswalks or   
  intersections. 

 •If crossing a multiple-lane roadway, 
  pedestrians should visually clear each lane as  
  they proceed. 

 •If a car is parked where you are trying to   
  cross, look for a driver who may pull out and  
  not see you as he is looking for traffic. 

 •Remember that telephone poles, utility 
  boxes and parked vehicles limit the ability of  
  oncoming drivers to see you. 

 •Look LEFT - RIGHT - LEFT prior to entering 
  the street. 

 •Give drivers ample time to stop prior to 
  entering the crosswalk. 

 •Crossing at locations that have traffic signals  
  helps motorist see you. 

 •Turn off your headphones while crossing the  
  street, so you can hear approaching traffic. 

Governors’ Ball raises funds for Tempe organizations
The 20th Annual Governors’ Ball held in April 2006 raised funds for three Tempe nonprofits:

•The Banner Children’s Hospital at Banner Desert Medical Center received $93,700 to improve its programs and services. 

•A donation of $24,700 went to Mountain Park Health Center. Founded in 1980, the non-profit community health center is opening a 
new medical clinic next to Tempe St. Luke’s Hospital this summer. Designed to target low-income East Valley residents, the clinic will 
employ three primary care physicians and serve up to 5,800 individuals a year. The donated money will be used to purchase critical 
medical equipment needed to fully outfit the new 6,000-square-foot clinic and its 13 examination rooms. 

•The Tempe Fire Department will purchase an interactive pediatric skills mannequin from its donated money of more than $6,500. 
The training received with this mannequin will enhance the department’s ability to respond to a child’s serious injury or illness.

Helping agencies help others
For more than 20 years, Tempe Community Council has managed the al-
location of human service funds from the City of Tempe to local nonprofit 
human service agencies. Resources are allocated through a volunteer, 
citizen-based review process. Funds come from the City of Tempe’s 
general fund, federal Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) and 
water utility customer donations through Tempe’s Help to Others (H2O) 
program. A total of $1.29 million will be distributed in fiscal year 2006-
2007 to agencies like Homeward Bound, the Tempe Salvation Army 
and the United Food Bank. To learn more about these agencies and the 
services they provide or to volunteer for the 2007-2008 Agency Review 
process, please visit www.tempe.gov/tcc. 

Water customers can provide 
much-needed help to 
community
A partnership between the City of Tempe and the Tempe Community 
Council gives Tempe residents the opportunity to send “Help to Oth-
ers” by donating an extra $1 with their monthly water bill payment. By 
checking the “H20” box on the monthly bill and writing your check for $1 
more, you can help neighbors in need. The Tempe Community Council 
works with a volunteer citizen committee to make recommendations to 
the City Council on how donations are spent. Only nonprofit organiza-
tions can apply for assistance from Help to Others. For information on 
how you can donate, call 480-858-2300. 

Watch City Council meetings and other Tempe 11 programs from 
anywhere in the world on the Internet at www.tempe.gov/tempe11

www.tempe.gov/tcc
www.tempe.gov/tempe11


Loma del Rio: 
Prehistory in 
Papago Park
Between A.D. 1200 and 1450, a 
small Hohokam residence sat atop 
the Loma del Rio, which means 
“little hill by the river.” It was home 
to 15 to 20 people, including 
several generations of one family. 
Loma del Rio overlooked the Salt 
River bed, where Tempe Town 
Lake is today.

Loma del Rio was excavated 
in 1984-85 by Arizona State 
University archaeologists. The site 
included six rooms in one area, a 
stone-paved area, an agricultural 
terrace and an isolated room. 
The six rooms were believed to be 
used as bedrooms and for stor-
age. The isolated room is where 
cooking and processing food took 
place. The structure was built 
with adobe, a clay mixture, which 
makes it impossible to effectively 
treat the deterioration of the site.

Today, interested residents and 
visitors can take self-guided tours 
of Loma del Rio. Look for the trail 
and signs in Papago Park, north 
of Town Lake, east of Mill Avenue 
and south of Curry Road. 
 

Tempe Elementary Schools open houses 
and health fair
Be sure your children are ready for the first day of school on August 7 by attending 
free Tempe Elementary Schools open house events and the district’s Health & Nutri-
tion Fair. Elementary school open house events will provide campus tours and allow 
parents to meet teachers. 

The Health & Nutrition Fair takes place August 1, from noon to 4 p.m., at Fees Middle 
School, 1600 E. Watson. Activities include: free immunizations (bring immunization 
card); vision and dental screenings and referrals; children’s activities; and free food 
bags with completed meal applications.

Transportation is available from most schools. For questions and more information, 
call 480-774-2124.

Registration 
for teen reading 
program 
continues 
through July 22
Teens registered in the Tempe Public 
Library’s summer reading program, 
Rock ‘N’ Read, have been earning cool 

prizes by reaching reading milestones. It’s not too late to join them – registration con-
tinues through July 22 and the program ends July 29. On July 31, a final drawing will 
be held for prizes donated by sponsors like Target, Harkins Theatres, Sonic and Chang-
ing Hands Bookstore. Drawing winners will be able to choose from items donated by 
the sponsors or one of many new paperback titles. Participants must be 12 to 18. 

Another aspect of the summer program is a knitting and crocheting group that meets 
each Thursday through August 3, from 2-4 p.m., in the Youth Library. Beginners are 
welcome. Snacks and music are provided. For more information on Rock ‘N’ Read, call 
480-350-5522.

Tempe is a leader in the transit industry
The innovative Youth Bus Pass and Unlimited Access Bus Pass programs in Tempe 
have been awarded Outstanding Transit Innovation awards by the Arizona Transit 
Association. The awards honor individuals and organizations who contribute to the 
success of transportation in Arizona. 

The Youth Bus Pass program, which was also honored by the Arizona Department 
of Commerce Energy Office, is the first of its kind in Arizona and allows Tempe 
students ages six to 18 to ride all Valley Metro buses for free. Currently more than 
2,000 residents have enrolled in the program. 

The Unlimited Access Bus Pass program allows eligible Arizona State University stu-
dents and employees to ride the bus system for free. The program, which is funded 
by ASU, is a partnership of Tempe, Phoenix, Valley Metro and ASU. 



Calendar
City Council Meetings
The July/August schedule for 
Tempe City Council meetings

July 6
6 p.m., Council Meeting, 
swearing in new council

July 20
6 p.m., Issue Review Session 
7:30 p.m., Council Meeting

August 17
6 p.m., Issue Review Session 
7:30 p.m., Council Meeting

Meetings are aired live on Tempe 11 
and the Internet at 
www.tempe.gov/tempe11.

City Council meetings are held in 
the Council Chambers at City Hall,  
31 E. Fifth St. Agendas are posted 
24 hours before each meeting outside 
the Council Chambers and on the 
second floor of City Hall. Meetings are 
subject to change. Confirm dates and 
times with the City Clerk’s Office, 
480-350-8241 or on the Web site at 
www.tempe.gov/clerk.

Tempe City Council
Hugh Hallman, Mayor
Mark W. Mitchell, Vice Mayor
P. Ben Arredondo, Councilmember
Barbara J. Carter, Councilmember
Shana Ellis, Councilmember
Hut Hutson, Councilmember 
Onnie Shekerjian, Councilmember

Will Manley, City Manager

Tempe Today is produced by the 
Communication and Media Relations 
Division

Tempe Today editor Nikki Ripley
nikki_ripley@tempe.gov
480-350-8846 or 480-350-8400 (TDD)
Contributing writer Kris Bolster
To contact the Mayor and Council, 
call 480-350-8110. To learn more about 
the City of Tempe, visit our home page at 
www.tempe.gov.

City of Tempe
31 E. 5th St., Tempe, AZ 85281

News you can use
Tempe businesses can post job opportunities on the city Web site 
Tempe is committed to helping local businesses find qualified employees, which is 
why the city offers free job postings on its Web site. Employers can sign up on the 
city site and post jobs that are e-mailed to every subscriber. For information 
on posting a job or subscribing to the notification service, visit 
www.tempe.gov/lists/tempejobs.htm.

Tempe wins award for WiFi
The City of Tempe and the City of Chandler have been presented with the Maricopa 
Association of Governments (MAG) Regional Partnership Award. The Regional 
Partnership Award is part of the 2006 Desert Peaks Awards, presented to those 
who have demonstrated a commitment to promoting, recognizing and attaining the 
ideals of regionalism. Residents, businesses and visitors in the two cities now have 
access to border-to-border wireless Internet access. Public services, such as police 
and water services, also benefit from the wireless network. 

Sun Devil Football Kickoff Luncheon
Join Coach Dirk Koetter, team staff, players, cheerleaders and Sparky as Arizona 
State University gears up for the football season at the 6th Annual Sun Devil Foot-
ball Kickoff Luncheon. The event begins at 11 a.m. and lasts until 1:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, August 30, at the Tempe Mission Palms Hotel, 60 E. 5th St.  Seats are 
$40 and a table of 10 is $400. Call 480-967-7891 for more information. 

Residents asked to keep landscape tidy
Deteriorated landscaping can devalue a property and those surrounding it. Tempe’s 
Nuisance and Property Enhancement Code requires that landscaping be main-
tained and not present a deteriorated appearance. Tall weeds and grass, greater 
than 12 inches in height, dead or damaged vegetation and vegetation growing 
through desert landscaping, are common violations of this code requirement. The 
City’s Water Conservation office (480-350-2668) offers rebates to homeowners 
who convert to low-water use landscaping. For information, call the Neighborhood 
Enhancement office at 480-350-8372 or visit www.tempe.gov/codee.

Enjoy summer vacation and leave worries of burglary behind
It is that time of year again to begin planning for a summer vacation. Before pack-
ing up and heading out of town, be sure to safeguard your home against criminals 
who find an empty house an easy target. Use this checklist to protect your home 
while you are away enjoying your summer vacation: 
     •  Make sure all windows and doors are securely locked.
     •  Inform neighbors that you will be away and ask them to watch the house.
         Leave a vacation address and telephone number with them in case of an 
         emergency.
     •  Stop all home deliveries and arrange for a neighbor to collect mail, 
         newspapers and packages. Newspapers may be temporarily stopped.
     •  Arrange for someone to maintain the yard to give the home a “lived-in 
          look.”
     •  Turn telephone ringers on low to ensure that a ringing phone will not alert
          burglars of your absence.
     •  Use timers to turn lights, radios and television sets on and off at desired
          times to disguise your absence.
     •  Close and lock garage doors, gates and storage sheds.
     •  Ask a neighbor to occasionally park in your driveway.
     •  Complete a Vacation Watch request form at www.tempe.police.cpu or by
          calling 480-350-8311. Police officers will drive by and check on your
          home as time permits.
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